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Reports and more information:
Regional stakeholder consultations in
Latin America and the Caribbean
Asia and Africa 

https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/43303
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/green-economy/what-we-do/environment-trade-hub


A MUTUALLY SUPPORTIVE COLLABORATION: TRADE, THE 
BIODIVERSITY PLAN AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (1/2)
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Policy brief
UNEP (2023). Nature-positive trade 
for sustainable development

https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/44765
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/44765
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A MUTUALLY SUPPORTIVE COLLABORATION: TRADE, 
THE BIODIVERSITY PLAN AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT (2/2)

Policy brief
UNEP (2023). Nature-positive trade for 
sustainable development

https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/44765
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/44765
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GLOBAL/INTRA-REGIONAL VISION: TRADE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, BIODIVERSITY 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (2/2)

1. Challenges
• Lack of safety nets, unfair pricing 

structures
• For smallhoders: Competition with 

multinational companies - limits 
commercialization of traditional and 
sustainable products.

• Land tenure legality: High costs and 
bureaucracy, impacting access to 
financing mechanisms (e.g. bank 
loans)

• Traceability systems: High costs for 
maintenance and lack of accessibility 
for all stakeholders

• Lack of knowledge and opportunities 
for information exchange

2. Priorities
• Greater inclusion and  national/regional 

strategies: Women, Indigenous Peoples, 
Local Communities and Youth.

• Regional and national strategies for 
reforestation and carbon management.

• Affordable and accessible traceability 
systems

• Digital and technology access to all 
producers, including smallholders, IPLCs, 
senior producers, youth

• Supporting pilots and scale up of 
sustainable production systems in 
agriculture, protective of biodiversity and 
facilitating socio-economic development.
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GLOBAL/INTRA-REGIONAL VISION: TRADE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, BIODIVERSITY AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (2/2)
3. The Way Forward

3.1 Trade policies enabling market access for all 
stakeholders
• Trade agreements reflect priorities, challenges and 

opportunities at national, regional and international level.
• Leveraging trade agreements, e.g. AfCFTA, for inclusive, 

sustainable and green(er) economies, supporting the global 
biodiversity agenda.

• Assist countries in seizing opportunities from changes in 
market regulations.

• Public policy reform: Fiscal policies to differentiate between 
smallholders, family farms & industrial farms; Reforming 
conventional subsidies and repurpose them to incentivize 
sustainable production systems.

3.2   Unlocking access to credit and financial 
mechanisms
•     Revitalize a type of ‘environmental trust fund’ that includes agri-

commodities
•     Prioritizing small and medium sized borrowers: financing 

banks, technical  
          assistance and rural extension resources to sustainable 
production projects. 
•     Payments for ecosystem services; right metrics to measure 

progress.

3.3     Innovative solutions for sustainable 
production systems in agriculture
• Agro-forestry systems: biodiversity protection, 

inclusion of smallholders/producers at the core.
• Platforms for knowledge exchange and 

collaboration among all stakeholders across 
the value chain.

• Technology solutions: satellite monitoring to 
signal issues in the agri-production areas and 
focus on re-foresting at-risk areas
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GLOBAL/INTRA-REGIONAL VISION: TRADE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

1. Trade preferences  or market acces s  conces s ions  on goods  complying with specific 

biodivers ity-rela ted sus ta inability requirements  - through tariff ra te quotas  or duty-free 

quota-free preferentia l s chemes , such as  biotrade products  and s ervices

2. Removing tariff and nontariff measures  on environmentally preferable products  and 

s ervices  –  such as  sus ta inable agricultural or defores ta tion-free products , "nature-

pos itive" circular products , biotrade products

3. Facilita ting voluntary and/ or private s tandards  and environmental labelling that support 

sus ta inable use, conservation and res toration of biodivers ity

4. Promoting green government procurement rules , targeting biodivers ity-friendly and/ or 

biotrade products

5. Payments  for practices , s ervices , or production methods  that support biodivers ity 

objectives  (e.g. sus ta inable and biodivers ity-friendly management practices , R&D and 

advisory s ervices  supporting sus ta inable agriculture etc.)
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GLOBAL/INTRA-REGIONAL VISION: TRADE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

6. Regional trade agreements  (RTAs) integrating provis ions  for preferentia l acces s  for 

biodivers ity-friendly products  and/ or cooperation (e.g. regulatory cooperation for 

harmonizing requirements , mutual recognition agreements  for labelling s chemes )

7. Trade impact as ses sments  (ex ante and ex pos t) improving as ses sment of 

opportunities  for biotrade trade and/ or wider biodivers ity-friendly products  Trade 

(sus ta inability) impact as ses sments  can be used to improve data  on both foreseen and 

occurred impacts  of trade on biodivers ity, including both risks  and opportunities .

8. Trade rela ted technical as s is tance & capacity building (e.g. through Aid for Trade) to 

promote sus ta inable production methods  and technologies  as  well as  economic 

divers ification, meet environmental requirements  in export markets , and support 

countries  to as ses s  trade related opportunities  that can a lso help to deliver biodivers ity 

objectives .
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Thank you
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